
Holy week- MONDAY 
Jesus the Judge 

 
 
Why do we worship Jesus? 
 
Starting today we will begin to  

look at the most important week of the most important person who ever lived. 
Pull out your harmony of Passion week 

We will each Sunday be walking through each day of the most important Christian week,  
Holy Week or Passion Week.  Each day is fill with different week events covering the 
summary of life of Jesus Christ from His final days leading up to the arrest, crucifixion, 
and the resurrection. This true and powerful story that is dramatic, emotional, confusing 
at times, yet ultimately moves us towards the full sense of worship. 

Holy week chart the first couple days are a prelude to the Passion events. 
We worship Jesus because he is the Judge, the teacher, the submissive one, the Lamb 

 Then each Sunday we will celebrate together in song and communion. 
This week read Matthew’s account of the Passion, chapters 19-28. 
 
Today we will read the account of Monday, then walk through that day looking at its conclusions. 
 And then celebrate with communion. 
PRAY 
 
 
Read Mark 11:12-19 
timeline words used the closer to the crucifixion the more detail Mark uses time from days to 
day to hours.  Temporal links 
 
Let us now walk though this day and its events. 
 
The sun rises just before 6:30 a.m. in Bethany, the small village on the southeastern slope of the Mount 
of Olives, just about 2 miles from Jerusalem. It was like a modern suburb.  
It is Monday morning. Jesus of Nazareth is staying in the humble home of his friends Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus. Just the day before—the first day of the last week of his life—Jesus had made his Triumphal 
Entry into the Holy City, riding on a donkey over a royal “red carpet” of palm branches and cloaks, hailed 
by his disciples and the Galilean pilgrims as the messianic king. But Monday would be different than 
Sunday. Jesus knew the heart of man (John 2:24–25).  He first surveys the scene 
As Jesus and the Twelve awoke the next day, gathering at their appointed meeting place in Bethany to 
make their short trek back to Jerusalem, Jesus’s agenda was the same as it remains today: to strip away 
misunderstandings of who he was and what he was going to accomplish so that our expectations could 
be confounded. This was not going to be a meek and mild Monday. Jesus was about to show them that 
judgment begins at home, with Israel. 
As they walked together over the rocky terrain of the Mount of Olives, and as the hunger in Jesus’s 
stomach grew, he spotted a fig tree off in the distance. From external appearances, it looked healthy, the 
perfect place to grab some fruit and to meet his need. But on closer inspection, the tree was barren of 
fruit, with nothing on it but inedible leaves. The disciples could not have expected what Jesus did next. He 
called down a curse on the fig tree, declaring that it would never bear fruit again. Jesus would expound on 
this visual parable tomorrow. But if the disciples were viewing the tree through spiritual eyes, they would 
remember that in the Old Testament, Israel was often referred to as a “fig tree” (Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10, 16; 
Joel 1:7).  
They continued walking, the disciples undoubtedly unnerved by this unexpected behavior. But Jesus was 
just beginning. When Jesus entered the Temple Mount later that day, he was surrounded by pious Jews 
who had made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Passover. Not only would they have to pay the Temple tax 



(a Tyrian shekel), but they would also have to purchase an unblemished sacrificial animal in the Court of 
the Gentiles. As Jesus looked at the moneychangers and merchants, a holy zeal and righteous 
indignation welled up within him. They were turning his Father’s house of prayer for the nations (Isa. 56:7) 
into a den of thieves to prey upon the poor Passover pilgrims and to pervert true worship (Jer. 7:11). 
Jesus began overturning the tables and chairs of the moneychangers, throwing out the merchants and 
their scurrying customers, refusing entrance to any who carried goods for sale. 
From the perspective of the chief priests, scribes, and Jewish leaders, it was one thing for this teacher 
from the backwaters of Nazareth to share his stories and make his claims and do his miracles with his 
followers. But now he was inside the Holy City. He had entered the gates like he was the new David or 
the new Solomon. And now he has the audacity to declare that the Temple in essence belongs to him 
and his Father? Who is he to suggest that the Jewish system was enabling sin rather than worship? And 
how dare he argue that the Jewish authorities were ignorant of true godliness and piety? 
Jesus is accelerating the sentence of death. Evening approaches. The sun will set around 7:00 P.M., 
beginning the new day according to the Jewish calendar. Jesus and his disciples make their return to 
Bethany. Tomorrow will be a new day to confound, to turn things upside down, as Jesus continues to 
fulfill the eternal plan that will take him to Calvary. 

 
The tree and the temple.  What does this all mean?  Why is a reason to worship Jesus?   

These 2 accounts are to be read together, both are prophetic actions  
Mark often sandwiches a story within a story 3:22-30; 5:21-43 
Each event is an interpretative guide for another real event 
The temple scene helps explain why the fig tree was cursed. 
Story within a story, two episodes with main in the middle, one helps explain the other.   

 
The Tree 
 
How can Jesus predict where the disciples will find a colt, but not know if the tree has figs. Why 
can he feed 5,000 and then have his hunger be blocked by a fig tree? This story may be a bit 
confusing and untypical of Jesus as we would consider Him to be. 
Jesus did not hate figs, he wanted them.  Why did he not just perform a miracle to produce 
instead of killing?  At face value He kills a tree and leaves hunger, it is like a lose/lose situation. 
Hate Figs picture  then back to the tree picture 
Symbolism. What happens to the fig tree is what happens to the temple.  The fig tree in one day 
points to God’s judgement on a fruitless temple. 
It is not that Jesus hates figs.   
The last miracle in mark is one the brings death.  This is the only negative miracle in the gospels  
This happened in April, the tree looked promising but offered no fruit 
Acted out parable tree 
Religion without substance 
Fruitful in appearance only, Israel was barren 
God wants the heart, not the ritual.  Hos 6:6 I desire mercy, not sacrifice. 
God’s house Is to be open to all, the wall of hostility is gone. 
But when we put the story in perspective.  Jesus often would tell his followers that the must 
produce fruit  
this is real hunger 
it had leaves it was alive, a common tree in Israel.  Late March sprout leaves, had early harvest 
figs and eatable ones by end of June 
it was not the season. 
The fig tree was often used as a symbol of prophetic pronouncements of judgement on God’s 
people Isaiah, Hosea, Joel, Micha, Jeremiah, and Habakkuk 
The fig tree represents Israel who is judged by the messiah because despite its appearance and 
religious activity..  this is not a warning but an announcement what will take place soon. 



a miracle story 
looked around at everything in the temple the night before 
the fig tree as a comment on the true state of the temple, i.e., to show that while it seemed 
healthy, it was dead inside   
judgment principle is then applied directly to the Temple in the next episode—cf. Is 34:4; Jer 
8:13; Hos 2:12, Jl 1:7 for parallels 
the ripe figs were not due until May/June, small green figs (called paggim) were available and 
eaten by natives 
The fig is a picture of the destruction of the temple 
Dead Tree Picture 
As the fig tree was dead so Israel and her worship and fruit.   
The messiah is looking for fruit and Israel is baron, thus under the judgement of God 
She does not recognize the messiah and receive Jesus as the savior.   
There is fruitlessness on the part of the people of god, thus divine judgement is mandate. 
God will judge people who become spiritually worthless and desecrate His sacred presence. 
Symbolic act of condemnation and judgement 
Israel was not producing the fruit God expected 
 
 
The Temple challenge in the temple 
35football fields 
Jesus has a great challenge to the Jewish religious leaders and his claim to authority 
The temple symbolizes the relationship between God and his people. 
All nations 
 Not temple picture 
Was not a violent reaction- if so then at the trial of Jesus they would have witnesses to testify 
and accuse him.  This was not a Jesus out of control, fits of anger 
Not just a cleansing but a condemnation 
Jesus was not opposed to the selling of sacrifices. 
Temple picture 
A prophetic protest and messianic figure of hope for the nations 
The cleansing 15b-16, the teaching 17, response 18 
About 35 acres, the largest part was the court of Gentiles  
Once a year collection of tax for males over 20 
Use the Tyrian silver half shekel 
Blemish free sacrifices. 
Profitable to sellers and priests 
Attack on the abuse of the system 
He does not seek to purify the temple, but to condemn it and its leadership. 
There is religious corruption, thus there is condemnation 
Money changers is like a central bank. 
Leaders were corrupt seeking to deepen their pockets of money and further their reputation. 
It was becoming a place of self-interest and a place of false security. 
A show of religious piety 
Divine judgement 
What is the temple for, transactions could be done outside 
What should be done and not done and  
   The coming judgement that is coming upon the temple and nation, 
The courts intended purpose was for worship, the leadership allowed these actions that 
hindered Gentile worship 
Commercialism hindered worship 



Plotting the death 
The temple will be destroyed 13:1-2 
Robbing God and the Temple of its honor by insincere worship 
What is God’s will and intentions for the temple? 
It challenged the leaders 
Cursed tree a picture of imminent judgement because the leaders were going to reject Him 
Apostasy of Israel Jer 8:13  Hosea 9:10, 16 
My house 
the normal place was on the Mount of Olives, where four markets had been established under 
the Sanhedrin   
Jesus not opposed to the fact but the place: the temple was not where such should occur 
Doves were used as an offering by the poor, for the cleansing of women and lepers 
adds “to all the nations” (from Is. 56:7) to “house of prayer,” which summarizes the universal 
mission of his Gospel  authoritative prophetic word of Jesus 
occurred in the court of Gentiles, and Jesus was restoring it as a place of prayer for the nations  
Plots of the priests 
were afraid of Jesus but do nothing because of his popularity with the people 
Hos. 9:16 is in mind (also uses this phrase in a context of judgment 
Israel is like the fig tree, it appears to be thriving but it is not doing its main job, bearing fruit 
The beautiful temple is masked by corruption and the merchants that were expelled are just like 
the religious leaders that soon will be rejected. 
 
God will judge people who become spiritually worthless and defile His sacred presence 
Today do not be hollow in your worship of God.  Come with sincerity 
In both acts we see Jesus as the judge who foretold judgement and end of the temple, the 
curtain was torn 
 
 
Communion 
 


